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Maryjane Kenney

From: Kathy A [kka5@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 09, 2006 1:43 PM

To: Board of Selectmen

Subject: polls

Here’s an article from the Metro West Daily News I thought you might be interested
in. I do believe Acton needs more than one polling place like most other towns.

Kathy Adams

METROWEST
DAILY NEWS
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Townclerks:Schoolsandelectionscanmix
By P. Craig MacCormack! Daily News Staff
Tuesday,November7, 2006

Town and city clerksacrossMetroWestandtheMilford areasaythey do a goodjob of makingsure
schoolchildrendo not interferewith votersandthat votersdon’t disruptany classesonElectionDay.

Most schoolsthat doubleaspolling placestodayremainopen,but clerkssayvotersareoftendirected
into a sideentrancethatis closerto wheretheyvoteratherthaninto themain entrance.

Framinghampublic schoolsareclosed,but KeefeTech-- which includestwo ofFramingham’s
busiestprecincts-- staysopen.AssistantTownClerkLisa Fergusonsaidsafetyofficials haveadded
extraparkingspotsat Keefe.

“There’sdefinitelygoing to be alot of traffic there,buteverythingis prettywell markedsoI think
we’ll be fine,” shesaid.

While thegovernor’sracewill likely meanhigh turnoutacrosstheregion,thewrite-incampaignfor
the late DeborahBlumer’s 6thMiddlesexDistrict staterepresentativeseatcouldgeneratemoreaction,
Fergusonsaid.

Already,thetown clerk’s officehasseenalmost 1,000absenteeballots,morethanthe2004
presidentialelection,shesaid.Thatled Fergusonto saysheexpectsabout25,000voterstoday,
representingbetween65 percentand70 percent.

AshlandTownClerkTaraWardsaidsheexpectsbetweenhalfandtwo-thirdsof thetown’s votersto
castballots. Schoolsareopen,eventhoughvoting is in themiddleschoolandhigh school,shesaid.

So far, Ashlandhasseenabout250 absenteevotes,Wardsaid.

Milford Town Clerk JoeArcudi, who is coordinatingthelastelectionbeforehis retirementattheend

oftheyear,saidhe hasseenabout600 absenteeballots, aboutthe samenumberashe did in the
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Septemberprimary.

Heexpectsabout8,500voterstoday,whichwould bejust shyof 60 percentturnout.

Settingup thetown’s threepolling places,including the seniorcenter,wascompletedover the
weekend,saidArcudi. Hedoesnot rememberany problemswith voterstrying to sneakinto thecenter
onelectiondays.

In Marlborough,thealmost800 absenteevotesare“slightly morethanusual,” saidCity ClerkJo-
AnnReynolds.Sheexpectsagoodturnouttoday.

“We canonly hope,” shesaid.

Thecity’s eight polling placesstartedbeingsetup at 5:30 a.m..Eachprecinctwill be mannedby a
constable,which is especiallyimportantwhenvoterscometo schools,Reynoldssaid.

SchoolCommitteepolicy dictatesbackgroundcheckson all Marlboroughpoll workers.

“The schoolsarediligent in not lettingpeoplewalk around,”shesaid. “Peoplekeepan eyeon
someonewho looks like he’swanderingor lookslost.”

AshlandTownManagerJohnPetrin,who workedfor theMarlboroughSchoolDepartmentwhenit
conductedbackgroundcheckson poll workers,saidit is up to theSchoolDepartmentwhethera similar
practiceis followed in Ashland.

In Marlborough,saidPetrin,someprecinctsvote in theschoollibrary while studentsarein class.

“You’re alwaysconcerned,butweuseseparateentrancesto try to makesurethebusinessof the
schoolandtheelectiondon’t mix,” he said. “I thinkweknow ourpoll workershere.They’retakenfrom
asmallergroup.”

(CraigMacCormackcanbe reachedat 508-626-4429orcmaccorm@cnc.com.)
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